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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To uniformaize the abrasion of the surface of an image carrier by 
attaining setting so that the entire reciprocating range of plural 
separating pawls is larger than the image region width of the side of the 
image carrier and the reciprocating range end parts of the separating pawls 
provided adjacently, are mutually superimposed. 

CONSTITUTION: One end part of a supporting member 7 provided on a shaft 8 
in parallel with the image carrier 1, so as to be freely rocked, is abutted 
on a spring 11, and the separating pawl 6 provided on the other end part is 
moved to the side of the image carrier 1. Further, the separating pawl 6 is 
press-contacted to the image carrier 1 by a spring 9, and simultaneously, 
held so that excessive press-contacting force is not given by a stopper 10. 
A pin 7b provided on the inner surface of the curved part 7c of the 
supporting member 7, is fitted into a groove inclined against the axis line 
of the shaft 8, and the supporting member 7 is reciprocated in an axial 
direction accompanying with the rotation of the shaft 8. At this time, 
plural separating pawls 6 disposed on the supporting member 7 are abutted 
on the image carrier 1, respectively, and in this state, they are set so 
that the reciprocating range as the whole is larger than the image region 
width of the image carrier 1 and the end parts of the reciprocating ranges 
of the separating pawls provided adjacently, are mutually superimposed. 
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